8th Grade American History
Thompson

Chapter 9.3

02/16,17/10

NOTES:

1.)  Describe Washington’s return to private life, his fears of political parties, and the reason parties grew.

Retirement – smooth transition (sideline mentor/advisor, no abrupt change of leader due to death of leader)

Washington feared political divisions would weaken the nation.  Differences:





Federalists

Democratic-Republicans

a. Political:  

stronger central gov.
states rights and individual rights


b. Economic:

commerce and trade
farming

c. Culture

urban, industrial
rural, agrarian

d. Foreign policy:
alliance with England
alliance with French Republic

2.)  Analyze national and international issues dividing Americans during John Adams’ presidency and the conflict over states’ rights.

International

France seizes American ships and cargo, Adams tries to remain neutral, sends diplomats to France

XYZ Affair:  French ambassador refuses to meet with American envoys for weeks, then sends three agents to agree to meet if America loans France $10 million and pays ambassador $250,000 as a bribe.  Adams learns of this and recalls his diplomats.
1798 Congress cancelled treaty with France and allows attacks on French vessels (ships)
National


Criticism of Adams and administration leads to Congress passing the Alien and Sedition Acts

a.  5 year residency requirement for U.S. citizenship extended to 14 year residency

b. Censored freedom of speech and freedom of the press (couldn’t criticize government)

Reaction by Democratic-Republican leaders:

Jefferson and Madison (strict constructionist, or literal interpreters of the Constitution) justify states’ ignoring this act due to “states’ rights” guaranteed by the Constitution


Kentucky legislature adopts Jefferson’s into Kentucky Resolution


Virginia adopts Madison’s into Virginia Resolution



Both declare Alien and Sedition Acts unconstitutional,  and nullify (cancel) them

Alexander Hamilton proposes to march new larger army full of federalist-minded officers into Virginia and Kentucky to take them over and arrest Jefferson, Madison and others.  Fortunately, Adams saw Hamilton’s overzealousness and reigned him in.

Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans win the following presidential election with Aaron Burr as V.P. after a tie vote broken after 35 Congressional votes, ironically by Hamilton.

