LITTLE ROCK CHRISTIAN ACADEMY MIDDLE SCHOOL
EIGHTH GRADE AMERICAN HISTORY SYLLABUS
Instructor:

George Thompson

Course Description:
In Eighth Grade American History students learn about the making of the United States, starting from the migration across Beringia from Asia to America, through the Colonial Period, the American Revolution, the Westward Expansion, Civil War and Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, American Imperialism and America’s involvement as a world power in World War I.  Students exercise critical thinking skills and learn to think like historians as they analyze and interpret primary sources like old diaries, letters, paintings, and memoirs.  Students are challenged to search for God’s purpose in historical events so they may know Him better, learn important lessons from the past, and discern their roles in the history which they will help shape.
Course Objectives:


1. Be exposed to geography, government, economics, and American and make connections to relevant world history.

2. Use geographic tools and technologies to identify the location of places, geographic features, and patterns of the physical and human environment.  Understand and articulate the role of geography in shaping human history and culture.

3. Understand the principles of a democratic system:  the development and structure of the United States Constitution, the division of roles in the federal system, and the mechanics of the political process.  Compare and contrast the different types and functions of government systems throughout the world and foster civic responsibility

4. Understand the basic concepts, principles, and practice of economics with an emphasis on the United States free market economic system.  Foster an appreciation of the benefits of living in a nation that enjoys a free market economic system.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of significant persons, places, and events in United States history, patterns of continuity, and causes of change, individual identities and group identities.  Understand the United States’ maturation within a global context.
6. Demonstrate knowledge of significant people, places, and events in world history as it effects U.S. history.  Analyze patterns and relationships within and among world civilizations.

7. Demonstrate competence in gathering information from a variety of resources and in organizing and sequencing data.  Apply critical thinking skills in order to effectively analyze and communicate conclusions in speech and in writing.

8. Demonstrate and appreciation of one’s identity and role as a Christian citizen in society.  Recognize and value cultural diversity at home and abroad.  Understand that being a member of God’s family brings with it a new responsibility especially, but not exclusively, to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Course Outline:
First Quarter:

Pre-Historic migration and civilizations





Native cultures and European Exploration





Colonialism


Second Quarter:
Rebellion




Revolution





Growth and Challenge


Third Quarter:

Regionalism





Civil War





Reconstruction


Fourth Quarter:
Westward Expansion





The Gilded Age and American Imperialism





America as a World Power:  World War I

Assessment:
Unit Pre-Tests, Daily Quizzes or Writing Assignments (no grades)

In-Class Participation, In-Class or Homework Assignments, Projects, Reports, Tests (for grades)
Materials:
Classroom Textbook, Interactive Audio/Visual Resources, Audio/Visual Documentaries, online resources, manipulatives, artifacts, interactive mapping, interactive discussions, interactive timeline construction, Projects

Classroom Protocol:

1. 5-Minute Bell-Ringer Higher Level (Bloom’s Taxonomy) Writing, Graphing, or Drawing Assignments for spiral review or thought promotion

2. Opening with Prayer

3. Interactive discussion and debate for feedback on bell-ringer

4. New lesson

5. Students will know scheduled tests a week in advance (min.)
6. Weekly Lesson Plans will post on Renweb

7. Assessments will count 50%, assignments 20%, projects 10%, notebooks/journaling 10%, class participation 10% (may vary)
Contact Information:
george.thompson@littlerockchristian.com
