EIGHTH GRADE AMERICAN HISTORY

THOMPSON

STUDY GUIDE 2 Early Exploration of America

1. Vikings came from which modern-day countries?
2. The Viking who accidentally discovered North America when he

mistakenly went off course on his way from Iceland to Greenland was:

3. The Viking leader who is credited with founding the first non-native settlement in America was:

4. The first known Viking settlement in North America is called what?

5. The first known Viking settlement in North America was founded in what modern day country?  What year was it founded?
Describe the historic persons and their contributions to history
6.   Leif Ericcson: 


_______________________________________
7.   Marco Polo:

 

_______________________________________
8.   Prince Henry the Navigator: 
_______________________________________
9.   Bartelomeu Dias:
 

_______________________________________
10.   Christopher Columbus: 

_______________________________________
11.   Pope Alexander VI:
 

_______________________________________
12.   Vasco da Gama


_______________________________________
13.  What were the names of the three ships used on Columbus’ first voyage
       
       to the New World?
14.  The first land found by Columbus in 1492 was an island 


        

       in the Bahamas, what did  Columbus nam this island?




 

15.  Major technological innovations in sailing in the 15th century included what?


 

16.  What was Columbus was preoccupied with in his explorations?
17.  Why did European settlers increased their demand for African slaves? 
        

       


18. Were Columbus’ discoveries more harmful to native Americans or Europeans?

        How?
19.  Columbus sailed for whom?


20.  What did Columbus write in his journal about the Taino natives?
21.  Where did Smallpox originate:  Americas or Europe?
22. What was the purpose of the Treaty of Tordesillas?

23. How did wealth shift in the 15th century?

24. What did the caravel design do for sailing?  Was it an advantage or disadvantage?
25. What did Columbus’ voyages do to the peoples of the Americas, Europe and Africa?  What impact does it still have on America today?
