EIGHTH GRADE AMERICAN HISTORY

THOMPSON

STUDY GUIDE 3:  Spanish Conquest of America

1.                                         and                                             funded Christopher Columbus’ voyage to discover an oceanic trade route to China.
2. Born in                   (               ), Columbus had sailed as a youth around the Mediterranean and became partners with his brother in a cartography business

in                     .

3. In seeking patrons, or people who would pay for the expense of the journey, Columbus first approached the King of                          who turned him down.
4. Columbus then was introduced to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of                     , 

or                         as it was sometimes called.  At this initial meeting in 1486, Spain was more concerned with driving the                     , or Muslim invaders, out of Spain and back into Africa.  The king and queen turned Columbus down.

5. Columbus’ brother then sought financial support from                     and                        , but found no success there either.
6. Finally, in 1492 with the Moors defeated, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella agreed to fund Columbus’ exploration.  In return for Columbus’ risk, he would get 10% of any wealth found, would get the title of                                                                          , receive a title of nobility, and have the right to be                        of any lands he found.
7. Sailing from Spain, the             , the                 and the                                  sailed southwest along the known sea lanes to the Cape Verdi Islands.  After repairing the rudder of the Niña, the three ships set sail for the unproven route to China.

8. Thinking it would only take 10 days to reach the east coast of China by sailing west, Columbus, actually, sailed for 66 days before seeing land.  At 2:00 AM, on October 12, 1492, the lookout finally spied land.  Columbus named this island
                                   , meaning “                                      .”

9. Columbus sailed on for 96 more days going from island to island, planting the Spanish flag, the flag of Ferdinand and Ysabella, and a cross to claim the land for                and for the                   .
10. Columbus found the native                 to be friendly and generous.  Despite their help when the Santa Maria was lost in a shipwreck, Columbus wrote that these natives could be            subdued and subjugated.

11. Columbus left 39 men on the island of                                  and returned to Spain, thinking he had landed in the                                  off the coast of India.

12. Returning on his second voyage were      ships carrying 1,000                          ,

                      , horses, and livestock.  Among these soldiers was a man 
named                                                              .     
13.                                        stayed in the New World when Columbus returned to Spain for the second time.                                          stayed as governor of Santo Domingo.

14. After hearing of gold on the neighboring island of                                 , Ponce de Leon led soldiers on an brutal invasion and conquest of this island. He became governor of Puerto Rico and ruled                         .

15. His brutality led to the king and queen relieving him of his duties as Governor of Puerto Rico.  He was given the rights to search for                   , an island in the Bahamas rumored to have a mystical                                                .

16. Ponce de Leon sailed northward and westward through the Bahamas until on Easter Day, 1513, he spied a long palm tree lined coastline.  Having discovered it on Easter, or “the feast of the flowers” (pacua de floridas), he named it la                      .

17. Ponce de Leon also discovered an important ocean current that carried warm waters from the Gulf of Mexico northeastward across the Atlantic Ocean towards Europe.  This current, known as the                                 , would be a very important aide in speeding returning vessels to Europe.

18. Other Europeans became interested in exploring and finding their fortunes in this new world known by 1507 as “                     ”.  This name came from a Florentine explorer named                                                      who wrote a very popular book describing his voyage to the New World.

19. One of these fortune seekers was a Spaniard named  Nuñez de                    who had plans to make it rich by harvesting                    in Venezuela.  His ship, however, was battered in crossing the Atlantic and he had to make port in Hispaniola.  There the governor confiscated                   ’s ship and all his possessions.

20. Left penniless on Hispaniola, Balboa, stowed away (hid aboard) a ship that carried him to the mainland.  Once on the mainland,                married a local chief’s daughter
and agreed to fight the chief’s enemies in exchange for the chief guiding him across the                                                   to another ocean, the                                        .

21. Balboa was the first European to view the                                        in             .

22. In 1519 Balboa was framed by a friend for treason and was                        by Pizarro as a traitor.

23. In this same year, 15    ,                    along with 600 soldiers, 17 horses, 10 cannons, and several war dogs landed on the east coast of what is now Mexico. 
In subduing the                 who lived in the province of                      ,                   was given 20 Nahua women, one of whom was a quick learner of languages.  This woman, named                                  , or                          (meaning “captain”),  became             ’ interpreter and wife.

24. With Malinché as interpreter and backed by his army,                    was able to use

his                         skills to convince some tribes of natives to join him in overthrowing the                 .  These native allies helped to guide                 200 miles through mountain passes to the Aztec capital city of                              .  This city was built on an island in the middle of lake formed by the crater of an inactive volcano.  It was easily defended and very advanced for the time – even the Spanish soldiers thought they were dreaming.
25. Having never seen light-skinned men, shiny metal armor or horses,                              , the                  ruler, was convinced that Cortès was a          .  Montezuma welcomed the Spaniards into Tenochtitlan.

26. Once in, Cortès was amazed by the             he saw and he demanded a share of it.  Not satisfied with this, Cortès made the               mine for more gold and silver.
27. The Aztecs got tired of this and in 1520 rose up, stoned their leader,                            , to death and chased the Spanish conquistadors out of the city.

28. When Cortès returned to capture Tenochtitlan the next year (1521), the Aztecs had become weaker due to                          and                    , diseases unintentionally introduced to them by the Spanish.  Cortès’ forces sacked and burned the city.

29. Within three years, the Spanish had torn down the Aztec temples and palaces and rebuilt Spanish cathedrals, homes and buildings.  Cortès renamed the city 
                                    and made it the capital of the new territory known as 
                          .

30. In 1530 another Spanish conquistador (conqueror),                                                   , led an army into the Andes Mountains of             to conquer the             .  In the years,
         -            he captured the Incan ruler,                           , and held him for ransom.  Once the ransom demand (bringing enough gold to fill a room) was met, Pizarro murdered                           anyway.  The Incas continued to rebel for another 40 years until, finally the last Incan ruler was killed in 1572.
31. In 1539, another conquistador, Hernando de Soto, landed in Florida with 600 armored soldiers, horses war dogs and pigs (traveling food).  For the next three years, this invading force fought through what is now Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas.
32. After two years of finding several native tribes, but no gold or riches, De Soto camped just east of the Mississippi River.  There he heard of a chief who ruled over a large territory just across the great river.                    , assuming that there were probably riches where there was power, had his men construct barges with which they could cross the river.

33. Once across the                            River, De Soto’s men traveled two weeks, seeing numerous recently abandoned villages along the way.  When they finally arrived at the great chief’s city (near Des Arc, Arkansas), De Soto proclaimed himself a god and was given a feast in his honor along with gifts from the natives.  De Soto’s men ransacked the city looking for gold, but found none.  De Soto planted a cross atop one of the traditional ceremonial mounds.  Then he went on to a village in the mountains rumored to have gold.  Getting to this city (near Batesville, Arkansas), De Soto, again was disappointed after ransacking that city for gold.
34. De Soto then traveled southward and again westward as far as Hot Springs, Arkansas, and possibly eastern Texas.  By this time the natives had started to organize resistance to the invaders.                     ’s expedition traveled back to southeastern Arkansas.  With his men weakened by disease and fatigue and himself overcome by a fever, De Soto, nevertheless, demanded that a chief from that area come and see him (since he could not travel).  That chief refused and told De Soto to come to him.  Enraged by this, De Soto ordered the complete destruction of the village (later recounted by soldiers as cruel even by their standards).
35. His fever got worse and De Soto died soon after this.  His men, fearing that the natives would discover that De Soto was dead and was not an immortal           after all (since gods don’t die and leave a body behind)  sank his body in the Mississippi River and retreated down the river to the Gulf of Mexico.
36. Meanwhile in Florida, since its discovery by                                    in          , Spanish conquistadors had continued to search for fortune, only to find heat, disease and hostile natives.  After nearly half a century in 1562, the Spanish gave up looking for fortune in Florida.  The               , however took advantage of its strategic value and established a colony along the St. Johns River near present day Jacksonville, Florida.  From this port, French                        were able to intercept Spanish galleons loaded with           from the Americas and headed along the                                   for Spain.  Spanish officials, tired of having “their” treasure stolen (note the irony) sent their fiercest warrior,                                       to rid Florida of the French.  After wiping out the French colony,                           founded a Spanish fortressed outpost named 
                              .                                             is the oldest European settlement in the United States, founded in              .
37. Spanish conquistadors continued their pursuit of fame and fortune to the north.  A conquistador named                            led a two year expedition northward from New Spain through what is now Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Kansas in search of another wealthy empire to conquer.  He returned after two years of wandering about the desert and plains having discovered no riches.

38. In             ,                        was founded as the capital of the new northern Spanish territory known as                               .  This catholic mission outpost, or congregacione, was linked to the capital city of New Spain, Mexico City, by a trail known as                                        , or the Royal Road.
39. In the next unit we will learn how the French, Dutch and English challenged the Spanish in claiming lands along the eastern seaboard and along the St. Lawrence River, the Great Lakes and down the Mississippi River.
