8th Grade American History

INTRODUCTION

Setting the Stage:

WHERE DO YOU COME FROM? / WHERE ARE YOU COMING FROM?

Your homework assignment for the week is for you to write a brief history of yourself.  This is to be 1 page or more (typed) and is to contain your personal history – the factors that consciously or subconsciously influence your view of the world.  You will need to involve your parents (and grandparents if possible).  At a minimum, this should include the following along with a photo of you:
I. Describe your family

A. Where do you live (Little Rock, Ferndale, Maumelle, etc.)?
B. With whom do you live (father, mother, stepfather, adoptive parents, father/stepmother and mother/stepfather, etc.)

C. What is you sibling situation (I have a brother 16 months older and a brother seven years younger)?

D. Extended family (aunts, uncles, cousins):  do you see them often?

E. Do/Did you know your grandparents?  Are they still living?

F. How geographically close is your extended family (generally speaking – Arkansas or another state or states)?

II. Describe your family history this will probably require you asking your parents/grandparents for their oral history).

A. Your birth date and birthplace (city)?

B. Your occupation (summer jobs, etc.) and major life experiences?
C. Your parents’ birthplaces and hometowns?

D. Your parents’ occupations and major life experiences (e.g. teacher, First Gulf War Marine, survived a tornado at age 8, etc.)?

E. Your grandparents’ birthplaces and hometowns?

F. Your grandparents’ occupations and major life experiences?

G. Carry this back as many generations as you can.  Generalize when it gets sketchy.

H. Countries from which your ancestors came to America (France, Germany, Scotland, Ireland, etc.)? 

I. When and why did they come to America (e.g. Huguenot – religious persecution in early 1700’s, Scotch-Irish:  poverty and debt in early 1700’s, etc.)? Other conditions could include famine, war, slavery, indentured servitude, etc.
J. What brought your family to Arkansas and when?
III. What would you say are the main resources from which you get information about what is going on around you (e.g. television, parents, church, friends, family members, internet)?  
IV. Upon what do you base your opinions (be honest with yourself)?
RUBRIC:  WHERE DO YOU COME FROM?  WHERE ARE YOU COMING FROM?
EXCELLENT

1. A clear response to all questions is evident, in the order of questioning above.

2. Each response shows a high level of research and investigation. (If you don’t know past your great-great grandparents, that’s o.k., but tell why your family doesn’t know beyond them.  For example, “My mother’s grandfather was an orphan and we don’t know much about his side of the family other than he came to Minnesota on an orphan train and was adopted.”
3. Answers are in paragraph form consisting of a topic sentence and supporting sentences (hint:  paragraph topics can be the Roman Numerals in the questionnaire).

4. Presentation is neat and orderly and indicates student investment in time and reflects the inclusion of family members for reference information.
EMERGING

1. A response to all questions is evident.

2. Some responses show a high level of research and investigation while others are not very descriptive.  (If you don’t know past your great-great grandparents, that’s o.k., but tell why your family doesn’t know beyond them.  For example, “My mother’s grandfather was an orphan and we don’t know much about his side of the family.”
3. Most answers are in sentence form, but not in paragraph form.
4. Presentation is neat and indicates some student investment in time.

FAIR

1.  Some responses to questions are incomplete or not answered.

2. Short, generalized answers to questions with little evidence of research or investigation.  For example, "I live in Little Rock” instead of “ I live in west Little Rock with my parents, John and Sydney, and two older brothers, Kyle and Cole.”
3. Most answers are in bullet point form and not in sentence form.

4. Presentation indicates minimal investment of time or effort.

