Procedures

Sixth Grade English - Procedures

Classroom Procedures
1.  Each day you come to class, be sure you have your Zipper bag which holds your book (novel), writer’s notebook, sticky notes, and pencil.  You also need your English binder each day.
2. We will begin class with a shared reading.  These readings will be on the front board or on a handout.  Listen for instructions regarding how we will read the day’s selection.
3. If you are given something printed on green paper, keep it!  

4. If I have typed an assignment, I will put it on the class’s webpage.  Print anything that you need.

5. There will be a rotating schedule for the reading chairs (if I get some).  The schedule will be posted on the back storage cabinet.  
6. Do NOT get up to throw away trash during a mini-lesson or share time.  Gather your trash and save it until an appropriate time to dispose of it.  

7. Class is never over until the teacher dismisses you.

8. No one will be dismissed until the room is in order and all books and materials have been returned to their appropriate places.
9. Students are not allowed to use the computer on my desk or the laptop.
10. Unflavored water is the only drink allowed.  No food or gum is allowed!

Absences – where should papers be?
1. If you are absent, please look on RenWeb or the class’s webpage to see if there are assignments that you can do while you are home.  When you return after an absence, check with me to see if there are any make-up papers that you need.  Be sure you check to see if something was turned in on the day you were absent.

2. If something is assigned BEFORE you are absent, it is due as scheduled.  For example, if you are told on Monday that you have an essay due on Thursday and you are absent on Wednesday, the essay is still due when you return on Thursday.  If you are told on Monday that you have an essay due on Thursday and you are absent on Thursday, the essay is due when you return on Friday.

3. Make-up work should be handed directly to me.  Be sure your heading is on any make-up work.
Communication Procedures

 Feel free to call me at home if you have a question about an assignment.  My home number is 681-3300.  You may also email me – Ashley.Trover@littlerockchristian.com
Classroom Library Procedures

Only three students may cruise the classroom library at a time.   Books are organized by author’s last name.  
1. When you have finished a book, place it in the Book Return tub in the back of the classroom; please do not return it to the bookcases.  

2. Please treat the books gently.  Keep the books from the classroom library in your Ziploc bag to help protect them.

3. If possible, read EVERY night.  

4. Read at least twenty-five books during your sixth grade year.  (
5. If you check out a book and then find objectionable situations or words in the book, please return the book to me and I will pull it from the classroom library.  

Reading Workshop Guidelines
1. You must always be reading a book or writing your thoughts about your reading.

2. Select fun and interesting books that you will enjoy and abandon books that aren’t working for you after you’ve given them a good chance.

3. Work silently to enable you and your peers to do your best thinking.  Remember, reading is thinking!
4. Use a soft voice when conferring with the teacher or peers.

5. There will be a rotating schedule for the reading chairs.  The schedule will be posted on the back storage cabinet.  When it is your time to use a reading chair, don’t ALWAYS take the bean bag if someone else would like to have it.  

6. Always do your best work.

Writing Workshop Guidelines

1. You must always be writing in your writer’s notebook or working on a writing project.

2. Put the heading on all your writing or the date in the margin of your writer’s notebook each day when you begin writing.

3. Work silently so that you and your peers can do your best thinking.

4. Use a soft voice when conferring with the teacher or a peer.

5. Begin with a plan for your writing (graphic organizer, outline, or bulleted list).
6. When you begin your first draft, write in pen on every other line.

7. When you revise your first draft, use a different color pen or a pencil to cross out and make corrections on the lines you skipped.

8. Request a teacher conference when you are ready to begin a final copy of your writing.  This conference occurs before you begin the final copy!

9. After conferring with the teacher for editing, write your final copy in your best handwriting or type.
10. When you complete a writing project, record the information on your “Writing Log.” 

11. Place your final piece in your period’s turn in bin.  

12. Put your brainstorming and/or organizer and first draft (revised and edited) in numerical order.  Staple them together and place them in your hanging file.
13. At certain times of the year you will choose a piece of writing for publication.  Published pieces will be shared with the class, displayed in the hall, and/or submitted to a kid’s writing website.  

14. For most pieces you should follow these steps:

a. Plan using a graphic organizer, outline, or bulleted list

b. Write your rough draft (in pen, write on every other line)

c. Revise to remove confusing parts, slow parts, and dead words.  Revise to add clarification, riveting action, and exciting words.

d. Edit for grammar problems (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, misused words)

e. Have other people read your draft.  Be sure to conference with the teacher after your first draft is revised and edited.  

f. Type or neatly write your final draft. 

g. Staple brainstorming, organizer, and first draft; put them in your hanging file.

h. Put your final copy in your class period’s turn in bin.
Comprehension Strategies

Visualizing (V) – making movies or pictures in your mind

Connections – 

Text-to-self (TS) – Things in the book remind you of something that has happened to you, a friend, or your family.

Text-to-text (TT) – Things in the book remind you of something that happened in another book you have read or movie you have seen.
Text-to-world (TW) – Things in the book remind you of something that has happened in the world.
Questioning (Q) – Why? Who?  What?  When?  Where?  How?



I wonder…

Inferring (I) – making educated guesses – reading between the lines

Synthesizing (S) – putting all of the pieces together.  Building a BIGGER meaning.  An understanding that goes beyond the words in the book.
Fix-up Strategies (FU) – reread, ask a friend, ask a teacher, use a dictionary

Literary Terms

1. narrator – the person telling the story

2. protagonist – the main character or hero of the story

3. antagonist – the person or thing working against the protagonist, or hero, of the work.

4. foreshadowing – giving hints or clues of what is to come later in a story.

5. plot – the action or sequence of events in a story

6. conflict - the struggle found in fiction. The conflict may be internal or external -  

a. man in conflict with another man: 

b. man in conflict in nature

c. man in conflict with self

7. theme – the statement about life that a writer is trying to get across in a piece of writing; recurring ideas

8. setting – the time and place in which the action of a literary work occurs

9. point of view – the vantage point from which the story is told.  Examples – 

a. First person: uses “I,” “me,” or other personal pronouns to tell the story; the narrator is one of the characters in the story.

b. Third person: story is told by someone outside the story

10. mood – the feeling a text brings about in the reader (ex. Happiness, sadness, etc.)

11. personification - giving human qualities to animals or objects

12. climax - The moment in a play, novel, short story, or narrative poem at which the crisis reaches its point of greatest intensity and is thereafter resolved. It is also the peak of emotional response from a reader or spectator and usually the turning point in the action
13. rising action – the parts in the story in which suspense is building before the climax
14. irony - there is a gap between what is said and what is in fact true.  A literary term referring to how a person, situation, statement, or circumstance is not as it would actually seem. Many times it is the exact opposite of what it appears to be.
15. simile – two things are compared using the words like or as.  Example:

I can be as complicated as an Algebra quiz, or as predictable as cafeteria food.

16. metaphor – the author states one thing IS another. Example:


The giant’s steps were thunder as he ran toward Jack.
17. symbol (symbolism) - a word, place, character, or object that means something beyond what it is on a literal level
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Book Summary:  Write a three to five sentence summary of what you read.
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Kinds of Writing
· Narrative writing tells a story.

· Descriptive writing describes, portrays, or illustrates in words an object or place.  

· Expository writing provides information or explains.

· Persuasive writing attempts to convince or persuade the reader.
Purposes for Writing

· To entertain

· To describe

· To inform

· To explain

· To persuade
Proofreading Symbols
Generic Writing Rubric

	Criteria
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Content
	Writing contains extensive, specific information on topic
	Writing gives adequate information about topic
	Writing gives limited information about topic
	Writing does not give enough information 

	Style
	Writing uses appropriate vocabulary and is written with strong voice
	Writing uses adequate vocabulary and is written with voice
	Vocabulary is limited.  Voice is not easily determined
	Vocabulary is not appropriate for audience.  Voice is not determinable

	Usage
	Words are carefully chosen and used correctly.  No usage errors
	Adequate usage

Few usage errors
	Some difficulty in usage.  Several errors
	Many usage errors



	Sentence Formation
	No run-on sentences or sentence fragments.  Distinct sentence variety
	Some sentence variety.  Few sentence formation errors
	Little sentence variety.  Some sentence formation errors
	Short, choppy sentences.  Several run-on sentences or fragments

	Mechanics
	Strong spelling, punctuation, capitalization skills. 
	Good spelling, punctuation, capitalization skills. 
	Less than adequate spelling, punctuation, capitalization skills. 
	Many errors in spelling, punctuation, or capitalization


Voice, sometimes referred to as “tone” or “mood" or even “style,” tells the reader about the writer’s personality in the piece.   From Part of Me by Kimberly Willis Holt: “Lily Bea was the prettiest girl Merle Henry had ever seen.  She had brown eyes that reminded him of the doe he’d shot last winter.  And her hair was golden like the bales of hay in Mr. Cantry’s field up the road.  He bet she smelled good, too, but he’d never been close enough to her to know for sure.”


[image: image1.emf]Ralph Fletcher on writing…     What Should I Write About?   I'm not a big believer in " story starters. " I believe that the best ideas are living inside you. Your challenge is  to dig them out. Do the writing only you can do. But every writer gets stuck from time to time so I've included  a few ideas to jump - start your imagination.      You might try to write ab out:   *   Family story   *   A particular tradition in your family.   *   An artifact (arrowhead, ring, antique, etc.).      Important objects in our lives often provide    excellent material  to write about.   *   Special place: special room, attic nook, inside of a      tree,   scary closet. You might start by quickly      sketching  a map of a house full of memories.      Mark those rooms where something important      happened to you.   *   Brother, sister, or special relative. Remember:    think small. Focus on one aspect of that person,  or one  experience you had with him or her.   *   Your place in the family. Are you the oldest kid in your family? The youngest? Are you a middle child? An  only child? Were you adopted?   *   Best friend. (Did you ever get in trouble?)   *   Moving. Did you leave behin d a best friend when you moved from your old house?   *   A disastrous time you had at camp or on a family vacation.   *   Horrible haircut (or other mortifying experience)   *   An injury. Did you ever have to go to the hospital?   *   Important first: your first day in  school, the first time you rode a two - wheeler, etc.   *   Favorite pet, or a pet you once had.   *   When your family changed: your brother went off to college, grandma came to live with you, etc.   *   What you are (or used to be) afraid of?   *   One thing you never wan t to do again!     How To Use Your Writer's Notebook   Use your notebook to breathe in the world around you. You can write about:   1) What amazes/surprises/anger you   2) What you wonder about   3) What you notice   4) "Seed Ideas" or "Triggers" to generate stories o r poems   5) Small details that intrigue you   6) Snatches of talk you overhear   7) Memories   8) Lists   9) Photos, articles, ticket stubs or other artifacts   10) Your own sketches, drawings or doodles   11) Quotes or inspiring passages from books or poems   Fletcher,  Ralph. “Tips for Young Writers.”  Ralph Fletcher . 2007. 2 August 2008.   <http://www.ralphfletcher.com/tips.html>.  
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Circle each step as you begin that step:  

PW – prewriting,   RD – rough draft,   R – revision,  E – editing,  TC – teacher conference,  FC – final copy
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Circle each step as you begin that step:  

PW – prewriting,   RD – rough draft,   R – revision,  E – editing,  TC – teacher conference,  FC – final copy
My Editing Checklist
Writers often have habits in their writing that need to be broken.  Keep a list of things you need to look for as you edit your own papers. 
	Convention
	Example of correct usage

	Periods and commas always go inside closing quotation marks.
	I wasn’t sure whether or not I knew how to spell “contagious.” 

	Use they’re when I need they are.
	They’re over in the MP.  They are over in the MP.
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Strong Writing
The following traits can make your writing stronger.  When you begin revising a piece of writing, see how many of the following you used.  Some of these traits work best for narrative, some for expository, and some for persuasive.  Try to decide if your writing needs to include more of these traits.  When you use one of these effectively, put it in the Example column.
	
	Examples from my writing

	Strong Verbs
	

	Similes & Metaphors
	

	Descriptive words & phrases
	

	Strong, effective lead
	

	Strong, effective conclusion
	

	Transition words
	

	Detail/elaboration
	

	Specific examples
	

	Emotion “Scrapes the heart”
	

	Alliteration
	

	Onomatopoeia
	

	Idiom
	

	Personification
	

	Varied sentence length and structure
	

	Unique character qualities
	

	Surprise ending
	

	Rhyme/rhythm
	

	Repetition
	

	Facts/true information
	

	Sequenced events
	

	Personal opinion
	

	Quotation(s)
	


Words to avoid in your writing:

· a lot

· lots

· stuff

· bunch

· gonna

· wanna

· 24/7

· any slang unless it is used in a quotation

Try to use stronger words than:

· cute

· get

· beautiful

· okay

· make

· go

· say

· went

· walk

· come

· do

· pretty

· nice

· good

· run

· things

· really

· very

Setting (Time and place)





Characters (Main and any important ones)





Problem (What problem does the main character face?)





Goal (What does the main character want to do about the problem?)





List at least three main events from the story.  You may add more on the back.





Event 1





Event 2





Event 3





Resolution (How is the problem resolved?)
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Ralph Fletcher on writing…



What Should I Write About?
I'm not a big believer in "story starters." I believe that the best ideas are living inside you. Your challenge is to dig them out. Do the writing only you can do. But every writer gets stuck from time to time so I've included a few ideas to jump-start your imagination. 

You might try to write about:
* Family story
* A particular tradition in your family.
* An artifact (arrowhead, ring, antique, etc.).    Important objects in our lives often provide  excellent material to write about.
* Special place: special room, attic nook, inside of a    tree, scary closet. You might start by quickly    sketching a map of a house full of memories.    Mark those rooms where something important    happened to you.
* Brother, sister, or special relative. Remember:  think small. Focus on one aspect of that person, or one experience you had with him or her.
* Your place in the family. Are you the oldest kid in your family? The youngest? Are you a middle child? An only child? Were you adopted?
* Best friend. (Did you ever get in trouble?)
* Moving. Did you leave behind a best friend when you moved from your old house?
* A disastrous time you had at camp or on a family vacation.
* Horrible haircut (or other mortifying experience)
* An injury. Did you ever have to go to the hospital?
* Important first: your first day in school, the first time you rode a two-wheeler, etc.
* Favorite pet, or a pet you once had.
* When your family changed: your brother went off to college, grandma came to live with you, etc.
* What you are (or used to be) afraid of?
* One thing you never want to do again!


[image: notebook]How To Use Your Writer's Notebook

Use your notebook to breathe in the world around you. You can write about:
1) What amazes/surprises/anger you
2) What you wonder about
3) What you notice
4) "Seed Ideas" or "Triggers" to generate stories or poems
5) Small details that intrigue you
6) Snatches of talk you overhear
7) Memories
8) Lists
9) Photos, articles, ticket stubs or other artifacts
10) Your own sketches, drawings or doodles
11) Quotes or inspiring passages from books or poems

Fletcher, Ralph. “Tips for Young Writers.” Ralph Fletcher. 2007. 2 August 2008.  <http://www.ralphfletcher.com/tips.html>.
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