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General Information
Transitioning to the Middle School Years

The middle school years are unique and challenging, a time of guiding young students in developing a closer walk with the Lord. Whether in the classroom, hallways, or playing fields, our faculty and staff desire to impact lives positively for Christ as they help meet the needs of your developing adolescent.  The middle school years also offer the first opportunities for students to have limited options in course selection.  The choices incrementally increase from year to year in grades 6-8 as students grow, gaining maturity and starting to develop particular areas of interest and skill.  As we help these students grow and develop, we challenge them to integrate a Christ-centered worldview in all areas of life, whether learning in core subject areas, arts electives, athletics, or participating in the variety of middle school extra-curricular opportunities LRCA offers.  This time of transition affords us wonderful opportunities to teach and train our students in foundational ways and what it means to do all things to the glory of the Lord as they begin to solidify their identity in Christ and explore their unique designs.

Middle School Athletic and Extra-Curricular Placement
Grades 6-8 provide a transitional level between goals of participation and competitive excellence in the realm of athletics and other competitive extra-curricular activities.  Student development is a key concept. We maintain and sharpen goals of excellence while acknowledging that these students are in rapid changes of maturity and ability. We want to develop their interests (exploring areas to find the Lord’s direction and gifting for them) while also developing their skills in those activities.

We will honestly communicate with students about their current ability level – having tryouts to determine, for example, “A” and “B” team designations in sports or spirit squads if available or principal and supporting cast roles, or instrumental music chair distinctions, etc. We also, though, will multiply participation opportunities (for example, having 7th and possibly 8th grade teams in addition to a “junior high” team in a particular sport) to avoid “cuts.”  If large numbers would detract from the quality of an activity for all students involved, we may still have limits on size, but our first choice will be to allow involvement for all students interested.
In a sport that has a limited number of available spots, there will be a period of time for all athletes to be observed with the Athletic Director’s approval.  The coaching staff of the particular sport will make notification of the try-out procedure.  After coaches have reached agreement on a final roster, it will be posted for participants to view.  Student athletes who do not make the final roster will meet with the coach to evaluate future possibilities of participation.

Parent Teacher Communication

We believe learning encompasses much more than what is taught in the classroom and that a coordinated effort between the home and school is the key to success.  Therefore, communication with parents is a vital part of the educational process at Little Rock Christian. Teachers are charged with the responsibility of keeping parents informed of student progress, and parents are responsible to give support to the teaching-learning process.  Each faculty and staff member of LRCA has an e-mail address which is made known each year to parents.  E-mail is one way to easily stay in touch with teachers and may be the most convenient way to initiate a meeting or ask informational questions.  We also encourage parents to take advantage of the Parent- Teacher conferences each fall.  In addition, teachers update their electronic grade books and lesson plans weekly, so parents may check Parentweb to keep in touch with the details of a particular subject.  Parents and teachers are encouraged to be proactive if there is a concern and to each do their best to communicate clearly and as often as needed to help ensure the best learning experience for the student.  Although the previously mentioned methods have been instituted as means with which to keep lines of communication open, communication between the home and school is not restricted to these methods. Constructive parent feedback is always welcome.

MAP Testing/OLSAT
The Measure of Academic Performance is usually referred to simply as the "MAP” testing.  MAP assessments are adaptive achievement tests in mathematics, reading, language usage, and science that are taken on a computer. MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to your student’s level of learning.  This test allows us to use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate information about your student’s growth. The MAP will be given three times a year. For more information, please look at http://www.nwea.org/sites/www.nwea.org/files/resources/ParentToolkit.pdf. We encourage our students to do their very best on the MAP.   Although MAP scores are only one indicator of a student’s academic ability, it is a factor that is used in relation to things such as course placement, learner services, etc.
Middle School Learner Services

Learner Services is provided through a scheduled study hall.  Although a diagnosis of a disability is not required, testing is recommended if the student has received services for several years.  Learner Services is not a homework service.  Homework assignments should be completed at home before returning to school the following day.  Learner Services serves primarily as an organizational tool and teaches students how to manage study habits, stay organized, and keep up with assignments.  Some test preparation is included in the service but is viewed as support rather than the primary source of studying.  If a need arises, we encourage parents to communicate with a teacher first, and then with the Learner Services faculty.  Teachers and Learner Services faculty work together for their students.  Accommodations are determined by the Learner Services team on an “as needed” basis.  Modifications, (changing the content or volume of content for which the student is responsible), are not a part of our curriculum.  There is a monthly fee for Learner Services in addition to tuition.  This fee ranges from $65 - $125 based on the services needed for the individual child.
Academic Probation
A student with two or more “Ds” (below 70%) at quarter or semester’s end will be placed on academic probation. Academic probation will include a closer scrutiny of and accountability toward student achievement. Little Rock Christian desires to partner with families of students struggling academically.  If a student is placed on academic probation, it is expected that parental involvement along with Learner Services and faculty resources will be jointly used to help the struggling student achieve to the best of his/her ability.  The administration may place students on individualized plans of action (contract) if deemed necessary to help ensure progress.  Progress will be monitored and if, at the conclusion of a semester, the student has not shown improvement, the administration will determine if dismissal will take place.

Sixth Grade Scheduling & Courses

As students transition from elementary school (fifth grade) into their first year of middle school (sixth grade), they experience an upper school schedule for the first time.  They have 7 periods in a school day, comprised of various subject and various teachers in those subjects.  Although their elective choices at this level are not as great as those at 7th and 8th grades, they do have an elective choice in the subject of music.  

As seen on the 6th Grade Course Selection Form, students have 5 core classes: math, science, English, history, and biblical worldview.  These core classes meet 5 periods per week.  

In addition, they have a rotation of physical education, art, technology, music, and Spanish.
6th Grade Mathematics

Sixth grade mathematics reviews computational skills with whole numbers, decimals, and fractions. Students study ratios, proportions, and percents. Simple statistics and probability is covered, and students learn to interpret and draw different types of graphs. In geometry, students learn to measure angles, identify basic geometrical shapes, and find their areas and perimeters. Students are introduced to pre-algebra as they study the order of operations, variables and expressions, and operations with positive and negative numbers. Students will learn to solve simple algebraic equations.

6th Grade Science 

The sixth grade science curriculum is a summary of the science taught in grades 1st – 5th. Throughout this course God’s creation is taught using an inquiry based approach.  Although life, earth, and physical science are taught, emphasis is placed on physical science. Hands-on experiments and demonstrations help students understand the concepts. We train students to know that God created us in His image and for His purpose as they explore the beauty and order of His creation.

6th Grade English

Sixth grade English is designed to introduce students to middle school language arts.  It incorporates the study of reading, writing, grammar, and word study.  Students will be encouraged to explore many genres in their choice of age appropriate reading material and will cultivate a love for reading through literature circles.  Shared novels include The Magician’s Nephew, The Lightning Thief, and A Wrinkle in Time. Students will become more fluent writers as they create narrative, persuasive, expository, and poetry pieces.  Grammar skills are studied through mentor texts and within the student’s own writing.  Knowledge of reading and writing are emphasized as students are challenged to use their expressive skills to the glory of God.

6th Grade World History: The Early Ages

Sixth grade history challenges students to view all of history in light of how God orchestrates events and moves people to bring about His purposes.  The course begins with the early civilization in Mesopotamia and continues through the fall of Rome. It includes a study of the development of the ancient peoples of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, Greece, India, China, and Rome. The course ends with a look at the rise of Christianity, focusing on the first Christians and the spread of Christian ideas.

6th Grade Biblical Worldview 

The purpose of Biblical worldview is to partner with families and churches to train up students, challenging them to a deeper understanding of the Christian faith and a life that passionately follows Christ. Sixth grade Biblical Worldview builds upon the elementary curriculum beginning with a survey of the Old Testament, the redemptive history that lays the foundation for the New Testament. Each section of the Old Testament; the Law, History, Poetry and the Prophets will be studied. The last quarter of the year is devoted to an in-depth study of the Gospel of John. God’s nature and role will be emphasized throughout the year.
6th Grade Physical Education

Sixth grade physical education incorporates the body, mind, and spirit as a whole.  As warriors of Christ, students will be encouraged to respect and reflect the God-given worth of human life, pursue excellence in lifelong fitness and lifetime activities, and grow physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually.  Students will be engaged in a variety of lifetime activities:  ultimate frisbee, ultimate football, floor hockey, racket sports, and soccer.   Students exercise sportsmanship and learn how to work successfully with others. They serve one another in love and with respect while developing individual potential and leadership.  The goal of this course is to provide physical activity in an engaging way while learning about the importance of physical activity in overall health.  Every sixth grade student will be enrolled in physical education for 2-3 periods per week. Students are required to wear a grey t-shirt and blue gym shorts. 

6th Grade Spanish

Sixth grade Spanish builds on fifth grade Spanish skills and with an introduction to Spanish grammar, culture, and language throughout the school year. The teacher will continue working with the students on listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  The class meets 2-3 periods per week throughout the school year.  The class meets half the time of core classes.
6th Grade Art

The sixth grade art curriculum at LRCA is designed to sharpen student’s visual perception, encourage personal expression, and refine problem solving skills.  In 6th grade art, students learn to express themselves as they study the language and materials used in drawing and painting. Students learn the art of illustration, understand the basics of the elements of art, and understand one point perspective.  Students will use a variety of materials as they learn to draw realistically and with imagination.  They also use a still life to help develop the skill of drawing realistically.  All 6th grade students take 6th grade art which will meet 2 periods per week throughout the school year.

6th Grade Technology

Sixth grade technology focuses on basic keyboarding skills and a variety of software applications.  All sixth grade students take sixth grade technology which meets 2-3 periods per week throughout the school year.

6th Grade Beginning Band

In beginning band students learn the fundamentals necessary to play a wind or percussion instrument.  No previous music knowledge is required.  Students learn how to read notation, rhythms, and fundamentals necessary to play a specific instrument. Instrument choices for beginning band include: flute, clarinet, saxophone, French horn, trumpet, trombone, baritone, tuba, and percussion.  The beginning band class gives three concerts a year and is where students learn the foundations to be successful in a band setting.

6th Grade Beginning Strings

In beginning strings students are taught the fundamentals necessary to play an orchestral string instrument.  No previous music knowledge is required.  Students learn how to read notation, rhythms, and fundamentals necessary to play a specific instrument. Instrument choices for beginning strings include: violin, viola, cello, and string bass.  The beginning strings class gives three concerts a year and is where students learn the foundations necessary to participate in a full orchestral setting.

 6th Grade Choir
This choir is comprised of 6th graders who want to be in a performing ensemble. Students interested in performing vocally should elect this course for their music option.  These students, boys and girls, will sing varied repertoire in class, learning to use their “instruments” correctly through correct breathing, vowels, and posture.  They will learn to use their voices in various sacred and secular literature including unison, 2-part and 3-part pieces.  They will perform at the Christmas and Spring Concerts with the option to perform in middle school chapels and other venues in the community that are available.

6th Grade Music

This course is for students who do not want to perform in public yet, but are interested in learning to sing and learning more about music through recorders and simple rhythm instruments.  Each quarter will be comprised of a new area of music which will employ singing and/or reading music and rhythms.
Seventh Grade Scheduling and Courses

Seventh grade students have a greater variety of course offerings in comparison to sixth grade.  They have 5 core classes: math, science, English, history and Biblical worldview.  These core classes each meet 5 periods per week.  

Seventh grade students who participate in athletics should read the information about athletics and extra-curricular participation in the middle school years found at the beginning of the middle school section of this handbook. Students enrolling in the athletic period will have their choice of two electives.  Seventh grade athletic period meets 3 periods per week.  

Students in seventh grade who do not participate in athletic period enroll in 7th-8th physical education (meeting 2 periods per week) and have their choice of three other electives (each meeting 2 periods per week).

We encourage families to read the course descriptions carefully as students decide which electives to request for seventh grade.

7Th Grade Mathematics

This course covers an overview of mathematics, including operations with fractions, decimals, and integers; coordinate plane; ratio and proportion; applying percents; data analysis and probability; and geometry with two and three dimensional figures. Finally, students prepare for pre-algebra with introduction to patterns and algebraic reasoning, by way of solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities.

7th Grade Pre-Algebra

This advanced course prepares students to take Honors Algebra I in 8th grade. In addition to reviewing concepts covered in seventh grade math, topics include simplifying and factoring algebraic expressions using mathematical properties; solving and graphing linear, multi-step equations and inequalities; multiplying and dividing monomials; applying squares and square roots to triangles; and solving real-life word problems using equations.

Seventh Grade Math Placement

Our goal is to place each student in the best class for the student’s growth according to factors such as God given ability, maturity and readiness in reasoning and abstract ideas, motivation, and mathematics skills and knowledge.  We know that students mature at different rates, and this is often the most important factor.  When appropriately placed, students learn best.  If placed in a class too difficult, he or she won’t learn well and can become discouraged.  If placed in a class that is too easy, he or she isn’t challenged and afforded the opportunity to maximize his/her gifts.  We want to work with parents to find the best fit for each student.
Because of the sequential nature of math, we gather input from several sources in recommending which math class is best for a particular student.    We consider the student’s previous mathematics grade, overall academic maturation, MAP scores, Orleans Hannah testing results, teacher recommendation, and parent/student request.   The learning experience is optimized when students are appropriately placed, and we do our best to ensure this.  We encourage parents to speak with the math teacher if there are any questions or concerns about which is the appropriate course.

In seventh grade, students are normally placed in either seventh grade mathematics or seventh grade pre-algebra.  There is considerable duplication of coverage in the courses. The difference is more readiness of students to understand concepts and move quickly.  

7th Grade Life Science
Seventh grade life science is a study of all things living. This inquiry based adventure begins with basic science concepts such as the scientific method and tools used in scientific discovery. Our journey continues as we explore cells, genetics, and eleven human body systems. Then comes animal life followed by plants. We reach a higher level of thinking as we look at the relationship between these living things and their environment.  Finally, we give our God full credit and praise for the intelligent design of our universe and the way we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.”

7th Grade Writing/Grammar  

Students use DOL (Daily Oral Language) to review basic grammar concepts. Students undergo a deeper study of the basic parts of speech which reveals their many functions. Students learn how to formulate sentences of more complexity and clarity. Students also gain a common grammar vocabulary with which to discuss their writing with teacher and peers. Students use the writing process to construct various writing assignments falling under the modes of narrative, expository, persuasive, and literary. A step- by- step research paper unit provides a strong foundation for students. Writing is evaluated using specific traits: ideas and content, organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice, and conventions. Designed as a separate class, this course works in conjunction with the 7th grade literature course. Student activities correlate with the literature course, enabling students to gain a deeper understanding of targeted objectives.

7th Grade Literature

Students analyze text by using the before, during, and after reading strategies.  Students analyze each text for various elements of figurative language.  A variety of texts are analyzed including short stories and novels.  Students learn to question the content of the tests by using the levels of questioning technique. Questioning allows readers to make real world connections and applications.  The non-fiction novels It’s Our World Too!, 9/11 Graphic Novel, and Children of the Great Depression immerse learners into culture and the events that have changed our society.  The literary classic, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, shows readers the universality and timelessness of literature.  Throughout the school year, students independently read novels of their choosing.

7th Grade World History: Middle Ages-Enlightenment

As students gain greater knowledge of modern history, we continue to challenge them to view what they learn in the light of God’s orchestration of events in bringing about His purposes.  Seventh grade world history is the continuation of sixth grade world history, and is presented chronologically.  The course will survey the years from the rise of Islam through the French Revolution with emphasis on Eastern Hemisphere civilizations and world geography. Class assignments include reading, simulations, individual and group projects, class discussions, note-taking, creation of timelines, map identifications, and occasional writing assignments.

7th Biblical Worldview

The purpose of Biblical Worldview is to partner with families and churches to train up students, challenging them to a deeper understanding of the Christian faith, and a life that passionately follows Christ. In 7th grade BWV, students are challenged to a deeper understanding of what it means to follow Christ in their present time of life.  Students closely examine Jesus’ life as we walk through the narrative of the Gospel of Luke, learning who Jesus is as we study fulfilled prophecy, learn from his teaching, and his life.  Character study and self-examination are integral components to our approach.  Because 7th BWV classes are separated by gender, we have the unique opportunity to focus on things that are important to students of this age.  Our goal is to approach life issues by providing Biblical insight and understanding.  Thematic topics include identity, forgiveness, generosity, stewardship, servant leadership, love and care for others, healthy relationships, purity, and the importance of practicing the spiritual disciplines. Portions of these texts are used to enhance the units of study: Authentic Beauty by Leslie Ludy & My Heart Belongs to Him Bukowski & Barner (Girls only); Respectable Sins by Jerry Bridges; The Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster; More Than a Carpenter, Josh and Sean McDowell; As We Forgive (film).
7thand 8th Grade Physical Education

Physical education incorporates the body, mind, and spirit as a whole.  As warriors of Christ, students are encouraged to respect and reflect the God-given worth of human life, pursue excellence in lifelong fitness and lifetime activities, and grow physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually.  Students are engaged in a variety of lifetime activities:  ultimate frisbee, basketball, volleyball, speedball, badminton, field hockey, lacrosse, and fishing. Students also take part in the Presidential Fitness Program.  Students exercise sportsmanship and learn how to work successfully with others. They serve one another in love and with respect while developing individual potential and leadership.  The goal of this course is to provide physical activity in an engaging way while learning about the important of physical activity in overall health.  Students in 7th and 8th grade are required to dress out for each class period in a grey t-shirt and blue gym shorts. The students change in the locker room in the gym. This class meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year. 
7th Grade Athletic Period

Seventh grade athletic period meets 3 times a week during the school year. Additional practice times outside of class are determined by the athletic department.  Each coach notifies his/her players of specifics related to the sport.  Girls playing volleyball or basketball and boys playing football or basketball need to sign up for 7th grade athletic period on the 7th Grade Course Selection Form.  If parents or students have questions regarding participation in 7th grade sports, we encourage you to speak with the coaches of the particular sport of interest.  During off season, students participate in off season cardio and strength training activities.

7th Grade Spanish

Seventh grade Spanish is a continuation of sixth grade Spanish skills with an introduction to Spanish grammar, culture, and language throughout the school year.  Teachers continually work with the students on listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.  This is an elective course that meets 2-3 periods per week throughout the school year.
7th Grade Art

Seventh grade art is an elective course where students build on concepts studied and skills acquired in previous art instruction in relation to color, shape, form, space, texture, dimension, negative space, etc.  In addition, students spend time studying color theory and composition and learn the art of printmaking.  Also, more experience into the study of 3-dimensional art is a key component of this course.  Teachers challenge students to continue to examine God’s creation as they explore the nature of what is true and beautiful in relation to the visual arts.  This elective course meets 2-3 periods per week throughout the school year.
Middle School Band

Middle school band is designed for students with 1-3 years of experience, generally students entering the 7th and 8th grades.  The Middle School Band participates in approximately 2-3 performances a quarter, including junior high football games, concerts, and competitions.  The Middle School Band is an environment in which students of various abilities can grow and be challenged together. Students are encouraged to participate in ASBOA/AAA activities such as Solo & Ensemble and All-Region. The group has an in-state performance trip each May.

Middle School String Orchestra

Middle school string orchestra is designed for students with 1-3 years of experience, generally students entering the 7th and 8th grades.  The Middle School Orchestra participates in approximately 2-3 performances a quarter, including honor ensembles, concerts, and competitions.  The Middle School Orchestra is an environment in which students of various abilities can grow and be challenged together. Students are encouraged to participate in ASBOA/AAA activities such as Solo & Ensemble and All-Region. The group has an in-state performance trip each May.
7th and 8th Mixed Chorus

In Seventh and Eighth Grade Mixed Chorus, instruction in good vocal techniques is emphasized along with basic skills in sight-reading and harmonization in two to four parts.  Both boys and girls receive instruction to develop their changing voices as they mature and learn to master some challenging classical music and a variety of other vocal musical styles.  Students may voluntarily audition for the Jr. High All-Region Choir.  Try-outs are usually held in October.  For students interested in participating in this outstanding learning opportunity, more information will be made available in the fall semester.  Seventh and Eighth Mixed Chorus has three required performances in the school year.  Attendance at these performances and their rehearsals is mandatory and graded.  This class is a fine art elective which meets 2-3 periods a week throughout the school year. 

Middle School Drama

Middle School Drama offers students an opportunity to learn about a variety of elements related to acting and the theatre.  Students study acting, singing, dancing, and design and also learn to look critically at plays and musicals and how to review shows.  Some of the activities include creating costumes, writing and performing original pieces, learning choreography and monologues, and learning how to do hair and make-up for the stage.   Middle School Drama provides a great place for students to learn new things, discover unknown elements of their personalities, and hone skills and abilities related to this field.  It is also a place where students can work on overcoming shyness and gain confidence as they learn to interact and encourage others by studying and performing in a variety of genres. Students are required to attend the fall and spring productions.  This elective course meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year.  

7th and 8th Grade Service 

The purpose of service is for students to learn what Biblical service looks like through hands-on experience.  Students spend the first few weeks in the classroom learning about service, identifying individual strengths and interests, and understanding expectations that come with this unique course.  Students are placed where the need is greatest and where the teacher believes he/she is best suited.  Student input will be considered in the placement process, but the final decision will be up to the service teacher.  Placement will be on campus, and students will report to a selected LRCA staff member:  teacher, librarian, office manager, playground teacher, facility manager, coach, administrator, etc. on specific days 2 times per week. An expectations contract will be signed by both the parent and the student before placement in a service position.  This is an elective curse that meets throughout the school year.
7th and 8th Grade Computer Applications
This course is designed to provide students with basic fundamental computer skills using Microsoft Office Suite, which includes Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Publisher.  Students learn how to use common features in these programs to apply to documents, spreadsheets, and projects, while learning Internet searching skills and how to cite sources.  Keyboarding skills are enhanced.  This elective course meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year.
Eighth Grade Scheduling and Courses

Eighth grade is an exciting time for middle school students.  As they mature physically, they also experience increasing cognitive maturation that allows for more challenging coursework. In keeping with this, we offer more elective choices to our 8th grade students and the opportunity to earn high school credit in math and foreign language.  

As seen on the eighth grade Course Selection Form, each eighth grade student is enrolled in five core classes: math, science, English, history, and Biblical worldview.  These core classes meet 5 periods per week.

Eighth grade students who participate in athletics should read the information about athletics and extra-curricular participation in the middle school found at the beginning of the middle school section of this handbook as well as the course description.

Students in eighth grade who do not participate in sports will enroll in 7th-8th physical education. (Meeting 2 periods per week) and have their choice of other electives.  

We encourage families to read the course descriptions carefully as students decide which electives to request for 8th grade, keeping in mind that factors such as test scores, teacher recommendation, and academic maturity are taken into consideration for students requesting advanced coursework in math and foreign language.

8th Grade Pre-Algebra

Pre-algebra is a course designed for middle school students.  The objective of this course is to better prepare the student for the study of algebra.  Pre-algebra includes several broad subjects such as the review of rational number operations, factoring, properties, exponents, variables, and basic equations. Pre-algebra also includes concepts from geometry that further the understanding of algebra, such as area, volume, and perimeter.

Honors Algebra I (1 HS credit)

Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra
This course is designed to introduce the symbolism and concepts of Algebra and applications to problem-solving.  Topics covered include solving linear equations and inequalities, an introduction to functions, systems of linear equations and inequalities, factoring polynomials, solving and graphing quadratic equations, and simplifying rational and radical expressions.
Eighth Grade Math Placement
Our goal is to place each student in the best class for the student’s growth according to factors such as God given ability, maturity and readiness in reasoning and working with abstract ideas, motivation, and mathematics skills and knowledge.  We know that students mature at different rates, and that this is often the most important factor.  When appropriately placed, students learn best.  If placed in a class too difficult, he or she won’t learn well and can become discouraged.  If placed in a class too easy, he or she isn’t being challenged and afforded the opportunity to maximize his/her gifts.  We work with parents to best place students.
Because of the sequential nature of math, we gather input from several sources in recommending which math class is best for a particular student. We consider the student’s grade in Pre-algebra, overall academic maturation, MAP, Orleans Hannah testing results, teacher recommendation, and parent/student request.   The learning experience is optimized when students are appropriately placed, and we do our best to ensure this.  We encourage parents to speak with the math teacher if there are any questions or concerns about which is the appropriate course.

In eighth grade, students are normally placed in either eighth grade pre-algebra or Honors Algebra I.  Students who increase in maturity and math development in later years and wish to advance may do so by doubling in geometry and Honors Algebra II in the high school years (9th or 10th grade).  This would lead to being eligible for Pre-AP Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus courses.  We encourage parents to read through the sequencing portion of high school Math section of the Academic Handbook for more information about where the choice of an eighth grade math course can lead in future years.

8th Grade Science

Eighth grade science grade uses an inquiry-based approach to learn the concepts and processes of the Earth, with a strong emphasis placed on the ways and means of doing science.  There are four broad areas:  geology- the processes, properties, and composition of the solid Earth; meteorology- the water cycle and weather systems; oceanography- the composition and properties of the Earth’s ocean, and how they affect the earth; astronomy- all physical objects beyond Earth.  Eighth grade science invites students to explore and appreciate God’s creation, while developing the knowledge and skills necessary to become good stewards of the planet which He has entrusted to our care.

8th Grade English

Eighth grade English is designed to advance each student’s reading and writing skills. Young adult novels including Johnny Tremain as well as classical literature such as The Hound of the Baskervilles, A Christmas Carol, The Call of the Wild, and Romeo and Juliet are used to study literary terms and build comprehension strategies. Students are encouraged to explore many genres in their choice of reading material. Students become more fluent writers as they create descriptive pieces, persuasive writing, poetry, narrative stories, and an opinion-based research paper. Students are challenged to communicate their faith through their writing and interpret the stories they read using their Christian worldview.  Grammar skills are studied through mentor texts and within the student’s own writing.

8th Grade American History

Eighth grade American history students learn about the making of the United States, starting from the migration across Beringia from Asia to America and ending with the emergence of the United States as a world power at the start of the 20th century. Students exercise critical thinking skills and learn to think like historians as they analyze and interpret primary sources like old diaries, letters, paintings, and memoirs. Students are challenged to search for God’s purpose in historical events so they may know Him better and learn important lessons from the past.

8th Biblical Worldview 

Eight grade Biblical worldview is designed to help students continue growing in wisdom and understanding and to encourage them to affirm a life characterized by living Christianly.  As such it provides an appropriate transition to the increased independent thinking that will characterize future BWV studies.  As students work through the book of Acts, they examine the early church and also see the sacrifice displayed by the apostles, focusing on Paul.  This study is coupled with a Missionaries and Martyrs unit, in which they learn about other figures in ancient and contemporary history, appreciating the diverse tapestry God weaves as He fulfills His purpose through His people, the Church.  Students learn about wisdom literature and parables as genres of literature in the Bible and are challenged to apply wisdom and discernment as they face the challenges of everyday life.  This study is deepened as they learn about the role of the Holy Spirit and prayer in the life of a believer, emphasizing God’s sovereign care as He leads and equips in the struggle against the ungodly forces and influences of this world. Students also examine the book Do Hard Things, by Alex and Brett Harris, which challenges adolescents to rethink their teen years, to step out of their comfort zones, and do big things all for the glory of Jesus Christ.  We end the year with a seminar in which guest speakers help the students prepare to transition into the high school by sharing information and advice about readying themselves intellectually, socially, and most importantly, spiritually.
7thand 8th Grade Physical Education

Physical education incorporates the body, mind, and spirit as a whole.  As warriors of Christ, students are encouraged to respect and reflect the God-given worth of human life, pursue excellence in lifelong fitness and lifetime activities, and grow physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually.  Students are engaged in a variety of lifetime activities:  ultimate frisbee, basketball, volleyball, speedball, badminton, field hockey, lacrosse, and fishing. Students also take part in the Presidential Fitness Program.  Students exercise sportsmanship and learn how to work successfully with others. They serve one another in love and with respect while developing individual potential and leadership.  The goal of this course is to provide physical activity in an engaging way while learning about the important of physical activity in overall health.  Students in 7th and 8th grade are required to dress out for each class period in a grey t-shirt and blue gym shorts. The students change in the locker room in the gym. This class meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year. 

8th Grade Athletic Period (Junior High)

Eighth grade athletic period meets during 7th period and practice continues briefly after school as needed.  Each coach notifies his/her players of specifics related to the sport.  Girls playing volleyball or basketball and boys playing football or basketball need to sign up for eighth grade athletic period on the eighth grade Course Selection Form.  If parents or students have questions regarding participation in eighth grade sports, we encourage you to speak with the coaches of the particular sport of interest.  During off season, students participate in off season cardio and strength training activities.

French I – 
Prerequisites: Recommendation by 7th grade English teacher and a yearly average of 93% or higher in English class

Although 8th grade French I counts as a high school credit, an additional two consecutive years of study of the same language are required during 9th-12th grade. For this reason, beginning foreign language study in the 8th grade is considered an honors course of curriculum. In French I, students acquire the ability to understand spoken and written French, and to begin to communicate their thoughts orally and in writing. A diverse vocabulary and sense of the French language’s overall grammatical structure is obtained through the use of stories intended to engage the students’ interest.  During the first semester, the students practice absorbing the French language, and during the second semester, the students focus more on producing the French language, both orally and in writing. Within the context of each story, students are introduced to regular and irregular verbs in the present and past tenses, subject pronouns, possessive pronouns, prepositions, and vocabulary that include units of time, colors, family members, food, locations, and emotions. Occasional projects are assigned to deepen the students’ insight into the various French-speaking cultures.
Spanish I – 
Prerequisites: Recommendation by 7th grade English teacher and a yearly average of 93% or higher in English class

Although 8th grade Spanish I counts as a high school credit, an additional two consecutive years of study of the same language are required during 9th-12th grade. For this reason, beginning foreign language study in the 8th grade is considered an honors course of curriculum. Spanish I is a beginning high school course in Spanish language and culture. It introduces students to the language and develops their proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in Spanish. In order to enhance both language acquisition and understanding of Hispanic cultures, a variety of methods and activities are used. At the end of Level I, students should be able to engage in simple conversations within the limitations of their knowledge of vocabulary and sentence structure. Students are expected to read, write, and speak about themselves and their immediate world, including their interests, school life, family, and friends. As part of the cultural component of the course, students discuss topics such as family life, traditions, and food. This course seeks to bring student achievement into alignment with the five curriculum standards emphasized nationally: communication, culture, connections, comparisons, and communities. Daily participation, tests, quizzes, projects, and class work are all components of the students’ grade.
8th Grade Art

Eighth grade art is an elective course where students delve more deeply into the world of visual arts.  The students are given the opportunity to express themselves and their ideas and capture the beauty of God’s creation.  A review of materials, media, the elements of art, and art history are components of this course.  Students continue to build on the skills and information they have learned in past art instruction, as well as have the opportunity to create 3 dimensional art.  Students incorporate the use of textiles in their art, learn different printmaking techniques, and create a work of art in one point perspective.  In 8th grade art, students are encouraged to develop individual style and begin to identify the unique ability which they have been gifted as they explore various forms of visual arts.  This elective course meets 2-3 periods a week throughout the school year.
Middle School Band

Middle school band is designed for students with 1-3 years of experience, generally students entering the 7th and 8th grades.  The Middle School Band participates in approximately 2-3 performances a quarter, including junior high football games, concerts, and competitions.  The Middle School Band is an environment in which students of various abilities can grow and be challenged together. Students are encouraged to participate in ASBOA/AAA activities such as Solo & Ensemble and All-Region. The group has an in-state performance trip each May.

Middle School String Orchestra

Middle school string orchestra is designed for students with 1-3 years of experience, generally students entering the 7th and 8th grades.  The Middle School Orchestra participates in approximately 2-3 performances a quarter, including honor ensembles, concerts, and competitions.  The Middle School Orchestra is an environment in which students of various abilities can grow and be challenged together. Students are encouraged to participate in ASBOA/AAA activities such as Solo & Ensemble and All-Region. The group has an in-state performance trip each May.
7th and 8th Mixed Chorus

In Seventh and Eighth Grade Mixed Chorus, instruction in good vocal techniques is emphasized along with basic skills in sight-reading and harmonization in two to four parts.  Both boys and girls receive instruction to develop their changing voices as they mature and learn to master some challenging classical music and a variety of other vocal musical styles.  Students may voluntarily audition for the Jr. High All-Region Choir.  Try-outs are usually held in October.  For students interested in participating in this outstanding learning opportunity, more information will be made available in the fall semester.  Seventh and Eighth Mixed Chorus has three required performances in the school year.  Attendance at these performances and their rehearsals is mandatory and graded.  This class is a fine art elective which meets 2-3 periods a week throughout the school year.
Middle School Drama

Middle School Drama offers students an opportunity to learn about a variety of elements related to acting and the theatre.  Students study acting, singing, dancing, and design and also learn to look critically at plays and musicals and how to review shows.  Some of the activities include creating costumes, writing and performing original pieces, learning choreography and monologues, and learning how to do hair and make-up for the stage.   Middle School Drama provides a great place for students to learn new things, discover unknown elements of their personalities, and hone skills and abilities related to this field.  It is also a place where students can work on overcoming shyness and gain confidence as they learn to interact and encourage others by studying and performing in a variety of genres. Students are required to attend the fall and spring productions.  This elective course meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year.  

7th and 8th Grade Service 

The purpose of service is for students to learn what Biblical service looks like through hands-on experience.  Students spend the first few weeks in the classroom learning about service, identifying individual strengths and interests, and understanding expectations that come with this unique course.  Students are placed where the need is greatest and where the teacher believes he/she is best suited.  Student input will be considered in the placement process, but the final decision will be up to the service teacher.  Placement will be on campus, and students will report to a selected LRCA staff member:  teacher, librarian, office manager, playground teacher, facility manager, coach, administrator, etc. on specific days 2 times per week. An expectations contract will be signed by both the parent and the student before placement in a service position.  This is an elective curse that meets throughout the school year.
8th Grade Leadership
Leadership is designed to help students learn and practice Biblical leadership.  Students study leading through serving, the importance of character and modeling, the power of positive leadership in both formal and informal leadership roles, and practical tools such as vision and delegation.  Students learn the value of clear and effective communication skills and grow in the area of public speaking and presenting.  This class incorporates guest speakers, the study of Scripture and current materials, and the transition from ideas to application, which is accomplished though the practice of leading by serving.  Students create two service projects of their choice that they plan, lead, reflect, and present to the class.  This elective course meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year.
7th and 8th Grade Computer Applications
This course is designed to provide students with basic fundamental computer skills using Microsoft Office Suite, which includes Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Publisher.  Students learn how to use common features in these programs to apply to documents, spreadsheets, and projects, while learning Internet searching skills and how to cite sources.  Keyboarding skills are enhanced.  This elective course meets 2 periods per week throughout the school year.
6th Grade Course Selection Form

Little Rock Christian Academy

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Please read the information below and complete the form as indicated.  Forms not properly filled out or without parent signatures will not be accepted. Turn in all forms to the Middle School office by Tuesday, May 22.
All students will take the following classes:

1. 6th Mathematics

(1 Credit)
2. 6th Science


(1 Credit)
3. 6th English


(1 Credit)
4. 6th History


(1 Credit)
5. 6th Biblical Worldview
(1 Credit)

6. 6th Physical Education
(.5 Credit)

7. 6th  Art


(.5 Credit)

8. 6th Technology

(.5 Credit)

9. 6th Spanish


(.5 Credit)
Choose one elective from the choices below.         (Circle one.)

6th Beginner Band*
   6th Choir

6th Beginner Strings

6th Music
*Band will meet 4 times per week.  Other electives will meet 2-3 time per week.

Please list one alternate music elective in the event that we cannot schedule your first request:

1.  _________________________________________________

Comments:

Parent Signature:_______________________________________Date:___________________________

******************************************************************************************

Office Use Only






Date____________________________
7th Grade Course Selection Form

Little Rock Christian Academy

Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Please read the information below and complete the form as indicated.  Forms not properly filled out or without parent signatures will not be accepted. Turn in all forms to the Middle School office by Tuesday, May 22.
All students will take the following classes:
1. Mathematics: 

7th Math 
or 
7th Pre-Algebra

 (Circle requested math class-this request will be used with other factors noted below to determine the best fit for each student)

2. 7th Science

3. 7th English

4. 7th History

5. 7th Biblical Worldview

Math Information

Math placement is based on the student’s previous mathematics grade and academic maturation, MAP scores, Orleans Hannah testing results, teacher recommendation and parent/student request.

Options for Electives

Please read the information on the back of this page to determine which option you should choose.  It is important that you only choose one option.  Please clearly indicate which option you are choosing by circling it and then filling out the necessary information.  We will do our best to meet your requests, but in the event that we are unable to do so, please, make sure that you choose alternate courses below.

Option A

__________7th Athletics_______ +_____________________________ + _______________________________





          (elective 1)



         (elective 
Option B

__________7th Athletic________________________ + ________Band_________________________________ 

Option C

__________7-8 P.E.___________________________ +_________Band_________________________________
Option D

_____7-8 P.E.________+ ______________________+ ______________________+ _______________________




(elective 1)

             (elective 2)


           (elective 3)

Elective classes meet ½ the time of core classes and athletic period.

*Band will meet 4 periods per week

Middle School Band*


MS Drama

7th / 8th Service


MS String Orchestra

7th /8th Mixed Chorus


7th Art


Computer Application                   7th Grade Spanish




Alternates: Please choose two alternate courses in the event that we cannot schedule your first choice of electives.

1.  __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature:__________________________________


Date:_______________________________
*************************************************************************************

Office Use Only        




      


Date________________________________

Helpful Information for Parents and Students

Athletics

Students playing basketball, football or volleyball must take 7th grade Athletics and should choose option A or option B.

Physical Education

Students not electing Athletics will be enrolled in 7th grade P.E. and should choose either option C or option D.

Band

Students enrolled in Band will meet 4 times per week compared to 2 times per week for other electives.

         8th Grade Course Selection Form

Little Rock Christian Academy

Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Please read the information below and complete the form as indicated.  Forms not properly filled out or without parent signatures will not be accepted. Turn in all forms to the Middle School office by Tuesday, May 22  
  All students will take the following classes:
1. Mathematics: 

Pre-Algebra 
or 
Honors Algebra 1

 (Circle requested math class-which normally is the next class in sequence from 7th grade)

2. 8th  Science

3. 8th  English

4. 8th  History

5. 8th  Biblical Worldview

Options for Electives

Please read the information on the back of this page to determine which option you should choose.  It is important that you only choose one option.  Please clearly indicate which option you are choosing by circling it and then filling out the necessary information.  We will do our best to meet your requests, but in the event that we are unable to do so, please, make sure that you choose alternate courses below.

Option A: (if you choose Option A or B, your Course selection is done, simply list 2 alternates below)
 
8th Athletics_____________________   +    
 Honors French I or  Honors Spanish I_________ 








          


 (circle one)

Option B:


8th Athletics______________________  +     _

Band
______________________
Option C:


______8th Athletics________    + ___________________________  + __________________________







(elective 1)



(elective2)

Option D: 





(Honors)


   7-8    P.E. 

   +      French I     or    Spanish  I         + ___________________________








     (circle one)



(elective 1)

Option E:

_______ 7-8  P.E.    ________  +  __________Band____________  + ___________________________













(elective 1)

Option F:


_____7-8 P.E._____  + ____________________ + ____________________ + ____________________






(elective 1)


(elective 2)

(elective 3)

Electives from which to choose:

Middle School Band 

7th/ 8th Mixed Chorus

 MS String Orchestra


 MS Drama 

Study Hall

8th Art


 8th Leadership

7th/8th Computer App.

7th / 8th Service




Alternates: Please choose 2 alternate courses in the event that we cannot schedule your first choice of electives.

1.  __________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:________________________________________ 
Date_______________________________
******************************************************************************
Office Use Only                                                                                 
 Date_______________________________

Helpful Information for Parents and Students

Math Information
      Students enrolling in Algebra I will receive a math credit on their HS transcript.

Foreign Language

Students enrolling in Spanish I & French I will receive a Foreign Language credit on their HS transcript. Because these are High School courses, the student will need to have a yearly average of 93% or higher in their English class and a recommendation from their English teacher.  Graduation requirements state that students must take two consecutive years of a foreign language in grades 9-12, meaning that 8th graders who elect a foreign language will take levels II & III in 9-12 to fulfill this requirement.  Students are not required to take a foreign language in middle school.  Spanish I and French I meet 5 days per week all year long.  Students taking Spanish or French should choose either Option A or D below.

Athletics

Students playing basketball, football or volleyball must take 8th Athletics and should choose either Option A, B or C depending on whether or not electing Foreign Language or Band.

Physical Education

Students not electing Athletics should choose either option D, E or F depending on whether they choose a Foreign Language or Band

Band

Band will meet 4 times per week compared with other electives that meet 2 times per week.

